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How do our political 
parties stack up?

Qld Liberal National Party have no clear 
policy on uranium mining 

Qld Labor policy opposes uranium 
mining and nuclear power

Qld Greens policy opposes uranium mining 
and nuclear power

Katters Australia Party have no specific 
policy on nuclear issues but have made pro 
uranium mining comments

Why is uranium toxic?

Uranium is radioactive and releases ionising 
radiation which can cause cancer or serious 
genetic damage.

Uranium mining creates radioactive waste that 
remains dangerous for tens of thousands of years, 
threatening water supplies and posing a serious 
health risk to workers and the surrounding 
communities.

Once uranium has been used in reactors- like 
Fukushima- it becomes highly radioactive waste 
- for which there is no safe long term storage 
anywhere.

Some Governments and business believe that 
if we sell uranium then we should take back this 
high level radioactive waste and bury it in 
Australia. They want us to be the worlds 
radioactive waste dump as well as its uranium 
quarry.

public
health 
warningE
Australian uranium 
fuelled Fukushima.
Don’t let Queensland 
become the worlds 
radioactive quarry 
and dump, fuelling 
disaster, weapons and 
waste. 

www.qnfa.org
www.foe.org.au



A risk to workers
Uranium is the asbestos of the 21st century.Past 
governments could plead ignorance of the effects 
of asbestos but today’s politicians know the 
serious health impacts from radiation.

“It is estimated up to 50% of underground uranium 
miners in Australia do not use their masks, and 
thus drastically increase their risk of lung cancer, 
while underestimating their actual radiation dose.” 
Dr Peter Karamoskos, Nuclear Radiologist

A whistle blower from BHP Billiton’s 
Olympic Dam uranium mine told South 
Australia’s Independent Weekly newspaper,
“Assertions of safety of workers made by BHP are 
not credible because they rely on assumptions 
rather than, for example, blood sampling and an 
assumption that all workers wear a 
respirator when exposed to highly radioactive  
plutonium dust in the smelter.” 
 4th June 2010

A failed industry
A 2003 Senate inquiry into the uranium mining 
industry in Australia found “a pattern of 
underperformance and non compliance” and all 
operating mines in Australia have a disasterous 
history of leaks, spills and license breaches.

Due to the seriousness of the radioactive risk of 
uranium mine tailings, the Ranger mine in the NT 
has a legal requirement to isolate radioactive tailings 
from the environment for at least 10,000 years. 

Unresolved concerns over site specific 
contamination, tailings management, radioactive 
waste and nuclear proliferation mean that the 
Australian uranium sector fails any measured 
sustainability assessment.

The Australian uranium industry is in urgent need to 
address the long-term impacts and historical failures 
of the uranium sector.

Uranium mining contributes a 
meagre 0.3% of Australia’s export 

revenue - less than our cheese 
industry -  and only 0.03% of jobs

Coming to you?
In Queensland there are already advanced 
uranium exploration projects. There is a long 
standing and sensible ban on uranium mining in 
Queensalnd - any change to this at the coming 
State election could mean the very fast develop-
ment of uranium mines across Queensland. 

There is no port in Queensland that is licensed to 
export uranium. The approval of uranium mines 
could lead to radioactive materials being 
transported throughout Queensland. 

.The Australian uranium industry should not be 
expanded - rather it needs to urgently address it’s 
long term impacts and failures

Our future is 
renewable not 
radioactive 


